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Outline 

•  Acquiring and Scanning Images 

•  Describing – ra9onale and examples 

•  Finding the age of a photograph 
•  Rapid popula9on of a database using Interns 
•  Uploading to the archive 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Acquiring Images 

•  Image sources 
–  Libraries, Museums, Historical 

SocieMes, UniversiMes, State of 
Vermont, Individuals 

–  Building Trust 

•  Explain the benefits 
–  Free digiMzaMon 
– High–Res DVD backups 
of collecMon 

–  Increased access 
•  View collecMon before 
scanning 



Scanning Images 

•  Standardized scanning process 
–  File naming scheme (i.e. HSM_JR_10_18.Mff) 
–  Scanned vs. un‐scanned images 

•  High resoluMon scans (3000+ pixels wide) 
•  Scan as much as possible per day 



Describing Images 

•  Provided analysis 
of the contents 
of the image 

•  WHY? 
– Necessary to find 
images in the 
database 

– Makes images 
“searchable” 





“This image shows a horse team, and two ox teams. The horse team is hitched to a four‐
wheel cart. One ox team is hitched to a two‐wheel cart and the other is unhitched. The 
carts appear empty. The teams are on a poorly defined dirt road. In the foreground is 
grass cut short with a few stones interspersed.” 



“A man is si@ng in one of the carts and another man is standing next to the unhitched 
team carrying a short sAck or whip. There is a woman in the background with a girl near 
a bridge.” 



“The wooden bridge crosses a stream that is dammed near the leD side of the image. 
The dam is made of logs and to the leD of the dam is a connected building. It is likely a 
sawmill because cut lumber is stacked all around the building and there is another pile 
of lumber just over the bridge by the road.” 



“The road heads up a gentle hill to a farmhouse near the right side of the image. 
Lumber is stacked along the fence that borders the road. Behind the house is a barn and 
several outbuildings. They sit in open fields with what appear to be some fruit trees 
(apple?) just behind the house. There are some lone trees in the upper fields. The fields 
stretch up an increasingly steep hill to the ridge‐top, which is forested. There are walls 
or fences dividing the fields.” 



“It is either fall or spring as the trees have no leaves but the stream is flowing and 
there is no snow.” 



Keywording 

•  Another way to find images 
•  UMlizes a restricted vocabulary list from the 
Library of Congress 
– Make this archive compaMble with other major 
archives 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Billings Library, 1885 ‐ 1925 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Da9ng an Image 

•  Determining the age of a photo 

•  DaMng Historic 
Images webpage 
– Using visual 
clues 
•  Modes of 
transportaMon 

•  Roadside 
features 
•  Buildings 
•  Type of image 







How old is this photo? 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is 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How old is this photo? 

1910 1918 ‐ 1930 



U9lizing Interns 

•  Much of this work can be done efficiently by a group of paid 
students 
–  5‐7 students = 5,000 ‐ 10,000 images in a summer 
–  Paid $4000/summer 
–  $10/image cost for images in the archive   

•  Extremely popular internship resulMng in top‐Mer students 



Uploading images to 
the archive 

– Akach an image 

– Give it a Mtle 
– Describe it 
– Determine a date range 

•  Photo daMng page:  
   Learn > DaMng photos 

– Add your name 
– Submit 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