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Images show us a vanished life

and a vanished landscape

LS08157, Photographer's cart
Hartford



and a vanished landscape

LS08157, Photographer's cart
Hartford



Making a living





Enjoying a hike      Mt. Mansfield





Flooding is common  1867 Hartford



Ely, Vermont
Cordwood for roasting copper ore

A lively but damaging copper industry ….



Gully

Stumps

Mount Mansfield from Underhill, Vermont
Charles Heyde, c. 1855-65

Without the trees, erosion.



Montpelier, Vermont about 1860
State Capitol building with landslides

Without the trees, erosion ….



LS02109, Londonderry1909

These images tell a story of 
human-landscape interaction



24/7 access
Free to anyone 

Web-based archive
Collected by students

Community involvement
National Science and Lintilhac Foundation funding

http://uvm.edu/perkins/landscape

Now…13,096
 landscape 

images 
on-line









The seasons (OK, winter) define Vermont, its 
landscape, and us in many ways…



This is 1941!  
Somewhere in the northeast Kingdom

Snowroller, LS03955



LS09524
Ice Jam
Hartford, 
1908





LS09593
White River Junction 1913 Flood

Hartford, 1913

Snow-melt floods in the spring shape 
people’s lives



LS08899
Children in Lake
Newport

Summer is short, but important in 
defining this place



The fall flood of 1927 still shapes 
Vermonter’s perceptions.  

LS11413
Saying Goodbye to Bridge
St. Johnsbury, 1927



Our place is a landscape very much 
shaped by geologic forces

LS00692



With forms molded by the flow of glacial 
ice

Shelburne Farms, 1927
LS10080



And with rocks from far away, littering 
the landscape….

Glacial Boulder of Quartzite

Pittsford, 1900; LS09892



LS07056
Haying with buck rake
Bennington, 
1949

LS05143
Potato Harvest
Worcester, 
1925

LS03628
Upland Field of Rocks - Glacial Erratics
Killington

making farming a challenge….



There are glacial landscapes 
that sometimes slip
away from us.

Overview of landslide on 
Riverside Avenue

LS01781; Burlington, 1955



and glacial clay that supplied the bricks
for our buildings



The closer you can look, the more 
stories each image tells…..



Can you see the bricks and the kilns?



Can you see the raw materials, the 
claybank?



What’s 
really 

Vermont?

And what’s 
an illusion?



The Vermont Landscape - Posed

LS5936

The Martin Bridge, Marshfield, 1963

2004



LS08845

The Vermont 
Landscape - 
On wheels



and in miniature

Now held by the Montpelier Historical Society



And that never did come to pass….



How do we envision the future of 
the Vermont Landscape?

LS1320



LS2240

Is this Hardwick? 



Focus on Public, Mass 
Transportation systems!

Cabot - LS01321



But, instead of trains, subways, 
streetcars and balloons we have…

LS8733



LS6304



Middlesex LS6447



LS7123
Hartford, 1967



The building of the interstate, excepting land 
clearance, the most significant landscape 
changes Vermont has ever see….

Interstate 89 
Construction 

10-17-1962 
Agency of 
Transportation 
Collection Vermont 
State Archives



Vermont State Archives, Agency of Transportation: May ‘61-October ‘64

South Burlington, AOT 4387



Vermont State Archives, Agency of Transportation: May ‘61-October ‘64

South Burlington, AOT 4387



Vermont State Archives, Agency of Transportation: May ‘61-October ‘64

South Burlington, AOT 4387



Vermont State Archives, Agency of Transportation: May ‘61-October ‘64

South Burlington, AOT 4387



Sometimes, images let us find a 
place that had been lost.

LS01600
Main house at Oakledge in Webb 
era looking south
Burlington, 1883



A place that had many incarnations 
and stood for a century.



…was gone in an instant LS10366
The Burning of Oakledge #2
Burlington, 1971



…images allow us 
to imagine the 

past and learn for 
the future



How can you get involved?
•Annotate images
•Locate image sites
•Rephotograph images
•Submit your pictures







You can find and rephotograph images



You can contribute images to this 
community archive




