
Our Changing Community 
Conducting Research 

Grade Levels K-4 
 

Objectives:  In order to understand the essential question of,“ How has my community 
changed over time?” students ask “I Wonder” questions, interview community elders, 
conduct research using a graphic organizer, interpret historic photographs, and write a report.
             Time Needed:  Approximately 6 hours 
 
Vermont’s Framework of Standards and Learning Opportunities: 

1.8 Report Writing  
1.19 Research 
4.5 Students understand continuity and change 
5.14 Students respond to media 

Grade Level Expectations:   
H&SS1-2:3 Students design research  
H&SS1-2:4 Students conduct research  
H&SS1-2:8 Students connect the past with the present  

 
Materials & Resources: 
Landscape Change Program Archive, www.uvm.edu/landscape  For example, photos from 

Hinesburg, Vermont 
“Same and Different” Worksheet 
Assignment Organizer & “Before and After” Observations Sheet 
 
 
Activities:  
 

1. Hook Your Students 4. Culminating Activity 

Students are asked to draw a picture showing 
what they think their town looked like in the 
past.  Students ask “I Wonder” questions.  This 
activity can be used as a pre-assessment. 

Students write a report about how their town 
has changed over time.  These reports will be 
presented to the Town Hall for display. 

2. Introduce Concepts 5. Assessment 
Students are introduced to a research framework 
(Assignment Organizer, below) that will ask 
them to research how the town of Hinesburg has 
changed over time.  

Vermont State Writing Rubric for Reports: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc
/pgm_curriculum/literacy/writing/bench
marks/grade_3/grade_3_1_8_report.pdf 

3. Apply Skills 6. Extensions 
Students visit with elders, ask questions, observe 
historical photographs, and collect data in order 
to make comparisons that will show how their 
town has changed or remained the same over 
time. 

Students write oral histories of Hinesburg 
elders who are interviewed. 

 
Author: Pat O’Brien, Hinesburg Community School.  Specialty: Generalist  



Our Changing Community 
Lesson Plan Details 

 
Detailed summary of curricular format:   
 
Students will learn a process for conducting research. Students will ask questions, collect 
data and use resources to show how some aspects of their community have changed 
overtime and how others have remained the same. They will use several resources 
(interviews of Hinesburg Elders and the Landscape Change website) in order to  make 
some comparisons. Students will write a report showing what they have learned. 
 
Lesson One: The Hook (45min) Students will be asked to draw a picture showing what 
their town might have looked like in the past.    
• Provide time for the children to share with one another in small groups 
• Next ask the children working in small groups to write down “I wonder” questions 

about the past. 
• Meet as a whole group and compile a list of “I wonder” questions to be used for 

interviewing Hinesburg elders. 
 
Lesson Two: (35min) Introduce the Assignment Organizer (Research Format) students 
will use to collect their data.  This will be done as a whole group.   
• Have a brief discussion about how many writers, historians, and scientists need to 

conduct research in order to find the answers to their questions.   
• Next using overheads of the assignment organizer go over the different steps of the 

framework as a whole group. 
• Tell the children they will be trying to find the answers to their “I wonder” questions. 
• Ask for some suggestions on how we can find answers to our questions. 
• Make a list of resources 
• Sum up the steps with the class. 
 
Lesson Three:  (35min) Interview Guest Speakers  
• Guest speakers will talk with the children and then children will have an opportunity 

to ask questions from the class generated ”I wonder” questions. 
 

Lesson Four: (30 min) Students will complete the “Same and Different” Worksheet based 
on the answers to their interview questions with Hinesburg Elders. 
• Students will work in small groups completing the worksheet together. 
• Call all groups together for a whole group sharing time. 
• Complete a class chart with each group sharing their ideas. 
• Save this class chart to be used later as a reference for their report writing. 
 
Lesson Five: (40min) Go to the media center or use a projector so that the whole class can 
view the Landscape Change Program website together. 
• Tell the class they will be viewing photos of their town long ago. 
• Tell students they will need to be detectives and to use their observation skills to look 

very closely to find changes in our town. 
• Show photos and call on students to share what they have noticed. 



• After viewing the photos, working in small groups, have students complete a 
worksheet that will be divided into the categories of buildings, roads, landscape and 
transportation.  You can have students create categories themselves or you can choose 
to create categories for your students.  You may want to adjust these categories 
according to the particular slides you are viewing. Tell them they will need to either 
draw pictures or write down the changes they noticed. 

• Share as a whole group and create a class chart. 
• Keep this chart for students to use as a reference for writing their reports. 
 
Lesson Six: (Writing activity will take several days) Using a graphic organizer students 
will organize their ideas and may use the class charts as a resource to show at least three 
ways that their community has changed overtime and three ways it has remained the 
same.  You may choose to differentiate expectations depending upon grade level and 
individual differences.  Using their completed graphic organizer students will take the 
information they have collected and write a report.  They will be asked to “Tell how Your 
Community has changed in some ways and remained the same in other ways”.   
• Students will use the painted essay format to write a report. 
• Students will need:  
An introduction stating their focus 
Proof paragraphs with supporting details 
A conclusion that restates the focus and makes a personal connection. 
(Expectations can be differentiated based upon individual student needs.) 
 



Our Changing Community 
Same and Different Worksheet 

 
 

             Same           Different 
  

 



Our Changing Community 
Assignment Organizer and “Before and After” Observations Sheet 

 



 



Our Changing Community 
Vermont State Writing Rubric for Reports, Grade 3  

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


