Lesson Plan #1

Jens Hilke

Landscape Change Program

7/03

Essential Question: How has the landscape of this town changed over time?

Focusing Question: How has the landscape of this town changed over time? (What are we going to be doing?)
Standards: 

· 1.12 PERSONAL ESSAYS: In personal essays students make connections between experiences and ideas.
· 4.5 CONTINUITY AND CHANGE: Students understand continuity and change. 
· 4.6 UNDERSTANDING PLACE: Students demonstrate understandings of the relationship between their local environment and community heritage and how each shapes their lives.
· 6.1 CRITICAL EVALUATION OF CAUSES AND EFFECTS IN HUMAN SOCIETIES: Students examine complex webs of causes in relation to events in order to generalize about the workings of human societies, and they apply their findings to problems. 
· 6.6 BEING A HISTORIAN: Students use historical methodology to make interpretations concerning history, change and continuity.
· 7.15 THEORIES, SYSTEMS, AND FORCES IN THE ENVIRONMENT: Students demonstrate understanding of the earth and its environment along with the forces that affect and shape it.
 Length of time: 2 periods 
Resources/Materials: Digital projector, laptop, LCP slideshow (powerpoint on WWW)
GOALS: 

Students will have a basic understanding of what landscape change is and some of the factors involved.

Students will understand the basic goals and course of events of the unit.

Students will understand what the components of a good presentation are, and have opportunity to practice those skills. 

Procedure:
Class One
Discussion


Pose the questions  “Where are we now? What defines this place for you?
Have students freewrite at their desks - What defines this place for you?

Ask for volunteers (or assign individuals) to read excerpts from their freewrites.  

What is Landscape Change Brainstorm. 


1) Pose the questions, “What is a landscape? What is landscape change? 


What is landscape change considering different time scales? ”

2) Have students write some adjectives on what is landscape change and 


what factors are involved in landscape change (Individually and at 


their desks).

3) Sample the class for results to this question.

4) List on the board (results of class sampling) the factors that might 
influence landscape change (e.g. bedrock geology, surficial 
geology, forest succession, disturbance, human activity, climate, 
soils)

Landscape Change Slideshow  (This is a canned presentation that the LCP director gives to introduce students to Landscape Change and the Landscape Change Project.


It shows overview of project and examples of paired historic and current 
photos.

Answer Questions

Share expectations for Unit (Review the scope of the project)

Discuss potential problems that students may encounter over the course of the 

unit.


Where are we going to get the historic photos?


What if we can't find the same spot when looking for the current photo?

Assign Personal essay: How has my home town changed since I've been here, since my parents have been here, since my grandparents were here? (If new to the area write about landscape change you and your family experienced in the last place you lived for a few years.)
Class Two
Introduce importance of effective public speaking.


Students will be doing lots of presenting during this unit. (Final Presentation and many small-group presentations.)


People are unable to affect any sort of change or make a big sell without 
effective communication. 


You’ve got to get people excited or they won’t “buy it”

Discussion on “What makes a good presentation?”

Begin with students individually writing 4 attributes of a good 
presentation


Sample student responses


Question and discuss 

(Examples of what makes a good presentation)



Well outlined flow of information


Interesting, new information


High energy, changes in voice inflection


Load, clear, and slow speaking voice


Looks at audience, scans crowd to maintain eye contact


Memorized script (not reading)


Visual Aids



Complement what speaker is saying



Clearly visible for audience size



Convey information without confusion



Aesthetically pleasing

Brainstorm – Designing a public speaking rubric


Students should design the criteria on which their presentations will be 
judged


Write this rubric on the board as students come up with it



(Teacher should record this rubric and use it to informally assess 
all the
small group presentations for the Unit and formally assess 
the final presentations)
Assessment: 

(Boxes are set up with questions on how the lesson is to be assessed. The questions include a list of standardized options. The option that is selected for this lesson is denoted by checkmarks and the name of the activity in the right hand column)

	What are students going to do to show the teacher what they learned?
	Method employed

	Selected Response
	

	Constructed Response
	Short Answer
	

	
	Product
	XXXXXXX        = Essay

	
	Performance
	


	What tool/ scoring guide /reference point will teacher use to measure their progress?


	Method employed

	Answer Key
	

	Checklist
	XXXXXXXXX for essay

	Generalized Rubric
	

	Task-specific Rubric
	


	How will teacher communicate back to students how they're doing?



	Comments on Checklists
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