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Essential Question: How has the landscape of this town changed over time?

Focusing Question: How has Vermont’s physical environment affected its cultural history? (VT’s Settlement History)
Standards:

· 4.5 CONTINUITY AND CHANGE: Students understand continuity and change.
· 4.6 UNDERSTANDING PLACE: Students demonstrate understandings of the relationship between their local environment and community heritage and how each shapes their lives.
· 6.6 BEING A HISTORIAN: Students use historical methodology to make interpretations concerning history, change and continuity.
Goals:

Students will understand that the size of the population of Vermont has changed greatly during its history and that how the land is used has also changed greatly. 
Length of time: 1 lesson

Resources/Materials:

Hands on the Land resource book

Changes in the Land chapters

The Story of Vermont Chapters

Historical Photos of VT settlement History (Barns, agriculture, Sheep, Dairy, Sugaring,Saw Mills, Grist Mills, abandonded hill farms) 4 sets of same photos

Jane Dorney’s 35 mph guide to Barns

Stonewalls and Cellarholes

Population curves of VT towns (arcview census data)

Blank timeline with dates but no events

Procedure: 
Part 1 (Vermont’s Settlement History in general)
Divide class into 4 groups

Give each group a set of historic photos and have them organize photos into a historical timeline.

Have Student groups tape the photos (in order) on the wall. Different groups are scattered around the classroom

Student groups present their timelines to the class, explaining their reasoning in the order they decided on.
Discussion and Review: 

As a class, evaluate the photo timelines on the wall. Which groups got 
which parts right? Wrong? Why?

Review the major sequences in VT settlement history using these 
timelines.


Distribute blank timelines.


Create a timeline of VT settlement history on the board as students fill in 
their blank copies. (This should be an extension of the previous 
discussion.)
If  incorrect, Have students reorder their photo timelines to correct order
Part 2 (linking the physical environment and VT’s settlement history)


Discussion Where and Why?



Pose questions, “Where is the best agricultural land in Vermont? Where is it the hardest to farm? Where are the biggest towns in Vermont? Where is it easiest to live? Where are the biggest parks (preserved land) in Vermont? Where did the glacier take the most dirt and rock from? Where did the glacier leave that material? Where were sands deposited in Glacial lake Vermont/ Lake Hitchcock? Where were fine materials deposited?

So lowlands in VT are covered in glacial till. Till is thickest at the base of slopes. This till is covered in clays and silts if the area was part of Glacial Lake Vermont/ Glacial Lake Hitchcock. These fine sediments make up some of the best agricultural lands in the state. Lots of early settlers stayed in the valley The uplands were scraped clean by the glacier, although scientists estimate that no more than a meter of rock was taken off the top of the Greens. Soil is slower to form on the tops of the Greens since there is less vegetation and it grows more slowly. So the rockiest soils are on the mountains. The mountain tops were not settled much because of these low quality soils for farming and a lack of water. But sheep were farmed well up the slopes of the Greens. Hill Farms were popular but were first to be abandoned in rush west.

Have students do a 5 minute freewrite, “In what way might the physical environment of my town have affected its cultural history?”

Assessment: 

(Boxes are set up with questions on how the lesson is to be assessed. The questions include a list of standardized options. The option that is selected for this lesson is denoted by checkmarks and the name of the activity in the right hand column)

	What are students going to do to show the teacher what they learned?
	Method employed

	Selected Response
	

	Constructed Response
	Short Answer
	

	
	Product
	XXXXXXX        = group photo timelines

	
	Performance
	


	What tool/ scoring guide /reference point will teacher use to measure their progress?


	Method employed

	Answer Key
	

	Checklist
	XXXXXXXXX for photo timeline

	Generalized Rubric
	

	Task-specific Rubric
	


	How will teacher communicate back to students how they're doing?



	Comments on worksheet
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