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Landscape Change Project
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Essential Question: How has the landscape of this town changed over time?

Focusing Question: How has Vermont’s cultural history affected its physical environment?

Standards:

· 4.5 CONTINUITY AND CHANGE: Students understand continuity and change.
· 4.6 UNDERSTANDING PLACE: Students demonstrate understandings of the relationship between their local environment and community heritage and how each shapes their lives.
· 6.6 BEING A HISTORIAN: Students use historical methodology to make interpretations concerning history, change and continuity.
Goals:

Students will understand that the different land uses in Vermont’s history have had different environmental impacts. 
Length of time: 1 class period

Resources/Materials:

Pictures of landscapes affected by cultural history (dams for mills, stonewalls, eroded pastures, logging jobs, old foundations, barbed wire, aerial shots of property lines “burned” into landscape, quarries for lime kilns, fire scars of Native American fire pits, sugarbush with understory cleared, streams choked with sediment, weather events-Little Ice Age) 4 sets of each

Procedure:

Divide class into the same 4 groups as used in lesson 4

Give each group a set of the landscape impact photos

With photo timeline from Lesson 4 still up around the room, have students associate the environmental impact with the appropriate photo (time period).

Have students tape the new photos under the appropriate photo from the lesson 4 timeline

Student groups present to the class their ideas on which environmental impacts where associated with points on the photo timeline.

Discussion: review environmental impacts associated with VT settlement history. Refer to student impact timelines.

Assessment: 

(Boxes are set up with questions on how the lesson is to be assessed. The questions include a list of standardized options. The option that is selected for this lesson is denoted by checkmarks and the name of the activity in the right hand column)

	What are students going to do to show the teacher what they learned?
	Method employed

	Selected Response
	

	Constructed Response
	Short Answer
	

	
	Product
	XXXXXXX       = Environmental Impact Photo timeline 

	
	Performance
	


	What tool/ scoring guide /reference point will teacher use to measure their progress?


	Method employed

	Answer Key
	

	Checklist
	XXXXXXXXX for impact photo timeline

	Generalized Rubric
	

	Task-specific Rubric
	


	How will teacher communicate back to students how they're doing?



	Comments on checklist
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