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Prior to the American Revolution, the landscape that surrounds Barre was an
unsettled wilderness. The land was roamed by Native Americans, who were the
first to discover and utilize the vast granite deposits in the area. With the arrival
of early settlers, granite became important in the construction of homes.



The development of the central railroad in Vermont, which reached
Barre in 1875, signaled the beginning of the town’s granite industry.

It created the necessary link between Barre’s granite and the world
markets.




Granite deposits in Barre were estimated to contain 500,000
cubic feet of economically valuable rock.
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Before the development of motorized vehicles, it required as many as 30
horses or oxen to pull a large piece of granite. The railroad reached
Barre by 1895, however horses were still needed to transport the granite
from the quarry to the trains.




From 1881 to 1893, Barre witnessed the construction of 625 new
homes. 100 homes were constructed during 1900.




Barre’s population rapidly increased after 1875 as the granite industry surged.

Looking to North Barre

1830: population 2,012

1890: population 6,790

1900: population 11,754




The rapidly growing population was fueled by the influx of immigrants from
Europe who came to Vermont in search of fortune and a better life. The
Scottish were the first immigrants to arrive in Barre followed by the Italians.




Only 28% of Barre’s native population worked in the quarries. In contrast,
nearly every foreign born inhabitant of Barre was employed in the industry.




The stone cutting process required highly specialized individuals. Most
of the Scottish immigrants had been trained in granite region near
Aberdeen and therefore possessed necessary skKills.
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(LS02215) Cutting a large piece of granite . S o A

circa 1900. (LS02216) Workers using surfacing machines

in 1920.




Immigrants from Europe greatly
impacted the cultural landscape of
Barre. They organized social and
political gatherings and remained
close to their native traditions. They
formed their own neighborhoods
and were particular to their own
merchants and markets.



The craftsmanship of
the immigrants is still
visible in the
architecture of
Barre’s Main Street.




It is estimated that nearly half of all working women in Barre
took in immigrant workers to room and board between 1880
and 1910. The opportunity to take in boarders could increase
a family’s income by 25%.
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The rise of the granite industry in Barre was responsible for a
huge spike in population, the arrival of many foreign born
immigrant workers, and the development of the town and
transportation networks. Prior to the surge of the industry,
Barre was a quiet Vermont town of barely 2,000 inhabitants.
Within a few decades that population had increased to nearly
12,000 making it one of America’s important economical
centers.

World's Largest Granite Quarries, Barre, V1.




and

o2z - 8774



References

Albers, J. Hands on the land: a history of the Vermont landscape. MIT Press, Cambridge 2000. (228-233)

Brayley, A. W. History of the granite industry of New England. National Association of Granite Industries, Boston 1913. (42-67)
Clarke, R. Carved in stone: a history of the Barre granite industry. Rock of Ages Corporation, Barre 1989. (Brochure)

Miller, J. Granite and Cedar: The People and the Land of Vermont's Northeast Kingdom. \Vermont History, 70. (87-88)

Randall, S. Life, labor and death in an industrial city: the occupational health of Barre Vermont, granite workers, 1870-1940.
Canadian Review of American Studies, 22. (195-209)
Richards, S. Making home pay: Italian and Scottish boardinghouse keepers in Barre, 1880-1918. Vermont History, 74. (48-66)

City of Barre: granite center of the world. History of Barre.
http://www.ci.barre.vt.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B5F4D8CCF-A92A-4CC0-A69C-A38F9D4923A0%7D

Aldrich Public Library. Brief history of Barre, Vermont.
http://www.aldrich.lib.vt.us/history.htm

History of North Barre Granite.
http://www.northbarregranite.com/Pages/history.htm

Vermont Historical Society. Vermont railroad timeline.
http://www.freedomandunity.org/1800s/rr_timeline_70_75.html

Rock of Ages: a history.
http://www.central-vt.com/visit/stories/rockofages.pdf

University of Vermont. History of mining in Vermont.
http://www.uvm.edu/~envprog/formslinks/Vermont%20Mining/Granite.html



http://www.ci.barre.vt.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%257B5F4D8CCF-A92A-4CC0-A69C-A38F9D4923A0%257D
http://www.ci.barre.vt.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%257B5F4D8CCF-A92A-4CC0-A69C-A38F9D4923A0%257D
http://www.ci.barre.vt.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%257B5F4D8CCF-A92A-4CC0-A69C-A38F9D4923A0%257D
http://www.ci.barre.vt.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%257B5F4D8CCF-A92A-4CC0-A69C-A38F9D4923A0%257D
http://www.aldrich.lib.vt.us/history.htm
http://www.aldrich.lib.vt.us/history.htm
http://www.aldrich.lib.vt.us/history.htm
http://www.aldrich.lib.vt.us/history.htm
http://www.northbarregranite.com/Pages/history.htm
http://www.northbarregranite.com/Pages/history.htm
http://www.northbarregranite.com/Pages/history.htm
http://www.northbarregranite.com/Pages/history.htm
http://www.freedomandunity.org/1800s/rr_timeline_70_75.html
http://www.freedomandunity.org/1800s/rr_timeline_70_75.html
http://www.freedomandunity.org/1800s/rr_timeline_70_75.html
http://www.freedomandunity.org/1800s/rr_timeline_70_75.html
http://www.central-vt.com/visit/stories/rockofages.pdf
http://www.central-vt.com/visit/stories/rockofages.pdf
http://www.central-vt.com/visit/stories/rockofages.pdf
http://www.central-vt.com/visit/stories/rockofages.pdf
http://www.uvm.edu/~envprog/formslinks/Vermont%20Mining/Granite.html
http://www.uvm.edu/~envprog/formslinks/Vermont%20Mining/Granite.html
http://www.uvm.edu/~envprog/formslinks/Vermont%20Mining/Granite.html
http://www.uvm.edu/~envprog/formslinks/Vermont%20Mining/Granite.html

